
The International Ecological Summer School’s Practical Training 
Program: “Waste Management in the Tourist Regions of Lake Baikal”, 
Joint German-Russian Project. 

 

On 6/23/2007 a two-week practical training program coordinated by the 
Technical University of Irkutsk and the University of Duisburg-Essen began within 
the International Ecological Summer School “Waste Management in the Tourist 
Regions of Lake Baikal”. Twenty-five third and fourth year students studying 
“Environmental Protection and Resource Conservation” in the Faculty for 
Chemistry and Metallurgy as well as two students from the Sociology department
took part in the program. 

Before the start of the program, participants took part in a two-day introductory 
session at the Technical University of Irkutsk and learned about the theoretical 
foundation of waste management, handling and treatment as well as the local 
problems facing Lake Baikal. 

The program began with ten days of field work on the island of Olkhon under the 
direction of Professor J.-D. Herbell, the German Project Director. Dr. Olga Ulanova,
Dr. Aelita Reuzkaya (TU-Irkutsk) and Dr. Eva Selic (Univ. Duisburg-Essen) acted 
as student mentors.

After reaching an agreement with the Mayor of Chugier, the director of the local 
waste management company and the owners of the largest camping hotel on the
island, random-sample analyses were conducted at the landfill, the uncontrolled 
dumping grounds and near the hotel. Through the sorting of waste, the tests 
determined the amount and proportional composition of residential waste. In 
addition, waste and soil samples were taken from the uncontrolled dumping sites 
for further analysis in the lab. The results of the study serve as an important 
basis for the Waste Management Concept that is to be developed for the island 
and allow for the assessment of various recycling options. 
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Conducting the tests required extensive preparatory work. All participants were 
equipped with safety gear including protective suits and masks, reinforced gloves
and shoes, and also received comprehensive safety training. In addition, the rest 
of the gear was brought to the island on a large truck. The directions for the field 
work and lab analysis were translated into Russian for the students. 

While the tests were being conducted, a portion of the group, led by members of 
the Sociology Department, surveyed tourists, residents and the owners of 
camping grounds and hotels as to the amount, consistency, and disposal method 
of waste on the island. Separate questions were asked to evaluate environmental
consciousness. The analysis of the surveys will shed light on the mentality, 
cultural characteristics and environmental consciousness of the residents and 
tourists in regard to their handling of waste. 

During the course of their work the students experienced the tough contrasts on 
the island. Next to the picturesque and unique landscapes of the island they were
confronted with large, uncontrolled dumping grounds that spread through the 
forests and catch the attention of every tourist. One of these trash deposits was 
right next to the students’ camp in the forest near the famous Saraisker bay, the 
dunes of which are considered to be one of the most beautiful regions of Olkhon. 
Angered by the situation, the students spent their free time over a three day 
period collecting over 40,000 liters of trash, which were later sent to the landfill 
at Imel Kutul by the local waste management company MUP-Olkhon. 
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After their return to Irkutsk the students spent July 4th-July 6th in the 
Environment Lab of the Chair for Environmental Protection and Resource 
Conservation. Using samples from Olkhon they learned about conducting tests on
waste, soil and water samples. The lab had already been provided with the 
necessary equipment and rapid-testing mechanisms for such work using money 
from the project. 

The participants in the program learned not only scientific research methods, but 
also international teamwork. One of their important lessons was that science is of
practical use to the environment.

The participants of the Ecological Summer School are thankful for the financial 
support provided by the joint German-Russian program! 

 Read the extensive report on the international ecological practical training 
program here. 


