
June 18th, 2007. Opening of the International Ecological Summer School
at the Technical University of Irkustk.

On June 18th and 19th an introductory session to open the International 
Ecological Summer School took place at the public Technical University of Irkutsk 
within the scope of the joint German-Russian Project "Development of a Waste 
Management Concept for the Tourist Regions of Lake Baikal".

 The Summer School, entitled "Waste Management in the Tourist Regions of Lake 
Baikal" was organized by the Technical University of Irkutsk and the University of 
Duisburg-Essen. Various students and member of the TU-Irkutsk, as well as 
representatives of the administration and local non-governmental organizations 
took part in the orientation program. The University made its conference room, 
complete with modern presentation technologies, available to the 50+ 
participants.

After an opening address by the Professor Oleg Repetsky, the Prorector for 
International Relations and Professor Elena Zelinskaya, the Dean of the Faculty 
for Chemistry and Metallurgy, representatives of both universities, the Irkutsk 
administration, the Pribaikalsk National Park, the "Baikal Wave" organization and 
the SIBECOM, "Siberian Ecological Society" company gave presentations.

The participants gained insight not only on German and Russian waste 
management technologies but also on modern recycling techniques and the 
waste management aspects of ecological tourism. In addition, there was an 
extensive overview of the environmental problems facing Lake Baikal from the 
perspective of the National Park and the local environmental organizations. 
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On the second day the presentations were complemented by extensive 
discussions, in which participants could exchange their experiences and thoughts
about the problems facing the region. 

Both the organizers and participants in the summer school agreed that these 
sessions should take place every year at the University. Next year, German 
students studying ecology will be invited.

Preparatory work for the two week long practical training program for third and 
fourth year students studying "Environmental Protection and Resource 
Conservation" took place in connection with the opening session. The program 
will conduct extensive waste analysis as well as sociological surveys on the 
island. 
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